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THE BEATLES
The Beatles, four lads from Liverpool, England, 
began their professional career playing in 
small clubs in their hometown and went on to 
become the first British rock-and-roll band to 
break into the American charts, quickly rising 
to the top. John Lennon, Paul McCartney, 
George Harrison, and Ringo Starr created one 
of the most popular and well-known bands of 
all time. Touring from 1963-1967, The Beatles 
were an international sensation and center of 
“The British Invasion,” with fans all over the 
world.

TOURING AND THE FANS
After growing in popularity throughout Europe 
for more than a year, in 1964 Beatlemania 
took the United States by storm. In January 
of that year, Capitol records released “I Want 
To Hold Your Hand,” and it soon made its way 
to number one on the U.S. charts. The band 
went on a full tour of the U.S. from August to 
September, playing 32 shows in 26 venues in 
24 cities in 33 days.

The Beatles first left London on August 18th 
at noon and arrived in San Francisco at 6:25 
PM the next day to a hoard of 9,000 screaming 
teenagers. They performed in San Francisco 
and then immediately flew to Las Vegas, 
arriving at 1 AM, before playing two shows that 
day at 4 and 9 PM. They would play to upwards 
of 20,000 fans at each show - all screaming, 
crying, and fainting. One could barely hear 
the band, and they could hardly hear each 
other, relying on watching each other’s body 
movements to keep on beat. Thus began the 
non-stop routine of travel, press conferences,  
performances, travel again that would make 
up the Beatles life on while on tour. 

Fans would wait for the band members at 
airports, in front of their hotels, would jump on 
their cars, and bust through police barricades. 
Twice the band had to stop playing and 
leave the stage because the fans were so 
rambunctious, even managing to get onto the 
stage. It wasn’t only the fans that followed the 



 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Do you have a friend in your life who challenges you the way John and Paul challenge each other?
2. What are you most passionate about in your life - music, sports, spending time with friends & family?
3. If you started a band, what kind of music would you play?

band everywhere they went; the press followed 
them non-stop as well. Having the word 
“Beatle” on any magazine cover or newspaper 
front page was a sure way to sell it.

With all the fame and screaming fans, the band 
was locked away in room after room -- from 
dressing rooms to hotel rooms, from cars to 
airplanes. Anytime they went anywhere, they 
were guarded by the police and bodyguards. 
They were trapped in their hotel rooms with 
nothing much to do but play cards and write 
music. John Lennon said, “We used to write 
mainly on tours. We got bored, so we wrote.” 

Hurricane Dora hit the coast of Florida in 
September 1964, and even Beatlemania was 

forced to give way to Mother Nature. The Fab Four were rerouted to Key West on their way to a concert 
in Jacksonville, Florida. As the storm and screaming fans wailed away outside, John and Paul were 
stranded in their hotel room, with nothing more to do than talk and play music. And this is where our 
play begins…

ONLY YESTERDAY
The inspiration for Only Yesterday came to playwright Bob Stevens after he heard an interview with 
Beatles front-man Paul McCartney on NPR. In the interview, conducted by Terry Gross in 2001, 
McCartney spoke about a song he wrote called “Here Today.” Written for John Lennon after his death 
in 1980, the song refers to “the night they cried.” McCartney explained that while stranded in the hotel 
room in Key West, the boys had nothing to do but talk… and talk… and talk. At some point, “something 
emotional” arose, very uncommon for young men in that time, and for rock and roll musicians especially. 
McCartney credits that evening as a turning point in the 
artistry of the Beatles; they began to write more of their 
own music, to expose themselves personally, and to 
move from pop stars to the artists who would create the 
music that changed the world.

Originally, Only Yesterday was a 20 minute one-act 
play written for the “Ticket to Ride” festival in Liverpool, 
England. After winning that competition, the one-act 
version reached Northern Stage Producing Artistic 
Director Carol Dunne through a friend in 2015. Over 
the course of two years, multiple workshops, and two 
staged readings, the play has been rewritten and 
lengthened. A key musical component, several songs 
from the era that inspired the Beatles, has been added, 
and an additional character representing the Beatles’ 
fan base is now integral to the charm of the play.
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Beatles play music in their hotel room.
L to R: John Lennon, Ringo Star, George Harrison, Paul McCartney

Beatles fan hold signs and scream for their favorite Beatle.


