
Lifelong theater-goers Karen and Alfred Blum started 
their relationship with Northern Stage as ticket 
buyers, and soon became subscribers, then 
Director’s Circle Members. Over the years their 
relationship to the organization has grown and Al 
now serves as Vice Chair of the Board of Directors, 
while Karen is active on the Events Committee. Both 
share their expertise and passion for Northern Stage 
by serving on the Campaign for Northern Stage 
Leadership Committee. Here’s their take on being 
donors as Members of the Director’s Circle: 

“Theatre serves as a fulfilling intellectual, emotional stimulus, encouraging us to think about 
the world in ways we might not otherwise do, and entertaining us in the fullest sense of the 
word. We relish the stimulation we get from performances, especially those of the quality 
for which Northern Stage is justifiably renowned.

“We enjoy tremendously the special privileges afforded Director’s Circle members – being 
able to have ‘up close and personal’ connections to the art of theatre in the making 
through attending script reads, rehearsals, conversations with directors and performers. 
We are captivated by performances, but that is greatly enhanced by the added exposure 
that is given to Director’s Circle members by seeing what goes into putting a show on 
stage.

“A theatre company is more than just its performing season and the shows it offers. 
Through Director’s Circle programming, we are led to appreciate the individual and 
collective skills, talents, motivations, commitment, and contributions of the company 
leadership, the techs, the set designers, the costumers, the lighting and sound specialists, 
and all the others whose efforts are so crucial to what the audience ultimately experiences. 
The Director’s Circle gives us a chance to get to know the entire enterprise more intimately.

“All donors to Northern Stage are important. Each gift is crucial to the company’s strength, 
quality and ability to sustain itself as one of the Upper Valley’s most prized cultural 
organizations. As donors, we support the company in order to provide some of the 
resources that help Northern Stage be a continuing, successful presence in the 
community. It is a pleasure and a privilege to be able to do so.”
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